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BOY WHO WONDERED 
When Abraham was a little boy in the old, old city of Ur, he played in 





the sunny courtyard of the house with his cousins and his pet goat. 





Sometimes the boy climbed up to the flat roof and looked out over the 


city. He could see the great temple of the moon-god. Beyond the city 
walls were the shining sands of the desert. Abraham would think, “When 


I am a man, I will travel across the desert with a caravan!”’ 
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From the roof, too, Abraham could see the green banks of the Euphrates 
River as it flowed by the city. Then the boy would remember how the 
rains sometimes made this river overflow its banks and bring death to the 


people. Even the moon-god, to whom they prayed, could not help them 


when that happened! 











The people of Ur thought there were many gods. They had small 


umages of these gods in their houses. Abraham’s father, Terah, taught 
him to pray to the images and to offer gifts to them. But as Abraham 
grew older, he began to wonder if there might not be a greater God, more 
powerful and kind than any god the people knew. 

Abraham was happiest when he was outside the city walls, taking care 
of his father’s flocks. He took good care of them, keeping the lambs close 
to the flock, safe from wild beasts. Then as Abraham grew to be a man, 
he had large flocks of his own and many shepherds and herdsmen to care 


for them. 7 


As the years went by, his mind was filled with questions: Who was it 
that made the stars and the sun and the earth? Was there a great God 
who made and ruled everything? Why were the people so afraid of the 
gods they worshiped? 

Whenever Abraham went into the city and saw the temples and im- 
ages, and the way that his people lived in fear of the gods, he was 


troubled. More and more he began to feel sure that there must be one 


great God for himself and his people. Genesis 11: 26-30 








A JOURNEY BEGINS 


Terah knew that his son was unhappy. Although he was an old man 
now and did not want to leave his home, he decided to go far away from 
Ur, taking Abraham, and Sarah, Abraham’s wife, and his grandson Lot. 
““We will find a new land across the desert,”’ said Terah, “‘where there 
will be rich meadows for our herds.”’ 
Abraham was glad. ‘‘Perhaps in another land,” he thought, “‘we can 


find the great God.” 





Soon in the houses of Terah and Lot everyone was busy packing. And 
in the tents of Abraham there was hurry and scurry. 

Servants rolled rugs and cushions and linens and clothing into bundles 
and loaded them on sturdy little donkeys. They took down the tents 
and folded them, then fastened them on the backs of the camels. 
They packed the cooking pots and food, and seeds. 

The children of the tribe were excited and eager to be off. But the 
women and the older people felt sad at leaving their homes. They feared 
the dangers of the journey, the wild animals and robber bands that might 
attack them. But they knew it was right to obey Terah, their chief. 

At last all was ready. The shepherds started first, with their slow-mov- 
ing flocks. The kneeling camels waited patiently while the women 


and children climbed on their backs. I 


The camels lurched to their feet. Terah, in his red robe, gave the signal 
from the head of the caravan, where he rode with Abraham, and off they 
started. ‘The children shrieked with delight at the swaying of the camels 
and waved and called to each other. But their mothers brushed the tears 


away as they looked back at the walls of Ur. Genesis IT: 31, 32 











WHEN GOD SPEAKS 


Abraham and his people followed the Euphrates River so that their 
animals would have grass and water at each camping place. 

At last after many days they came to a walled city called Haran. Its 
houses were of sun-baked earthen bricks like those in Ur. Here too there 


was a great temple to the moon-god. 13 





The women and children were tired; the sheep and animals were thin 
from their long march. All the travelers needed a rest. So Abraham gave 
the command to make camp outside the city walls. 

The tents were set up, and the unpacking began. The children raced 
around, exploring and playing games. The hunters, with their arrows 
and spears, went out to find fresh meat for the cooking pots. 

Spring came. The flocks grew fat and sleek once more, and there were 
many baby lambs. Everyone was happy and contented. 

No one except Abraham cared about finding the great God. 
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Before the second spring old Terah died. Then one night, when every- 
one was asleep, Abraham heard a voice that spoke to his heart. He knew 
it was the voice of God, and he listened carefully. 

God said: “Leave this place and I will guide you to a land where your 
children will become a great nation. I will make your name great, and 
you shall be a blessing to many peoples.” 

The next morning Abraham called his men to a meeting. “We will 


seck a new Jand,” he told them, ““where we may worship the great God.” 
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They packed and said good-by to their friends and neighbors in Haran. 
At the head of the caravan Sarah could see her husband Abraham in the 
red robe of the chief. She knew he would lead them well and bring them 
safely to their new home. 

They traveled far from Haran, along the edge of the desert, and came 
at last to the land of Canaan. How happy all Abraham’s people were at 
last to find their new home! ‘There was good grazing land on every side, 
with wells of fresh water for their flocks. ‘The tents were set up and their 
furnishings unpacked. 

And God said to Abraham, “This is the land that I have given vou. 

And Abraham said to his men: “Bring stones and build an altar. We 
will give thanks to God, who has brought us to this new land.” 

IG Genesis 12:1-8 
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LOT MAKES A CHOICE™ 


In Canaan the flocks and herds of Abraham and Lot grew ever larger. 
Often when Abraham’s herdsmen came to a well, Lot’s men would be 


there first, and there were sharp words and quarrels as they watered the 


thirsty flocks. 17 





When Abraham heard of this quarreling, he was very unhappy. “God 
told me that he would bless me and that I should be a blessing to others,” 
he said to Sarah. “There is no blessing in a quarrel. I must find a way to 
settle this trouble.” 

Lot too had heard of the sharp words between the herdsmen. He went 
to Abraham and said: “We have too many sheep and cattle for the grass 


and water here. I don’t see what we can do about it.’’ 


Is 


‘There is much land,” said Abraham, “‘more than enough for each of 
us. Let us divide it, and end this trouble.” 

They climbed a hill. From its top they could see green pastures 
stretching many miles away. 

“If you will choose first a part of the land for your own, I will take what 
is left,’ said Abraham. 
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Lot was surprised when Abraham, who was chief of the tribe, gave him 
first choice. Quickly he pointed to the valley of the Jordan where the 
grass looked greenest and where there were more wells. Abraham took 
the land that was left in the hill country. 

The next day Lot moved his tents and his herds, and there were no 


more quarrels. Genesis 13:5-11 








A SON IS BORN 


Abraham had land and cattle, gold, silver, and grain. But the one 
thing he and Sarah most wanted they did not have. ‘They wanted a son, 
Without a son, how could Abraham be the father of a great nation as God 
had promised? 

Imagine their joy when God sent them a baby boy! They named him 
Isaac. As he grew up, he learned all that he could from Abraham, so that 


when his turn came, he would be a wise chief too. 
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Abraham told his son about God’s promise. ““‘When I am gone, you will 
be chief of the tribe, and all that I have will be yours. You must ask for 
God’s help and listen for his voice. You must care for your own people 
and deal fairly with your neighbors.” 

After many years Sarah died, and Abraham and Isaac were sad and 
lonely. Abraham sent a servant back to Haran to find a wife for Isaac 


from among their own people. 
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The wife he brought back was named Rebekah, and she was gentle 
and kind. 

Soon after Isaac’s marriage Abraham also died. Now Isaac wore the 
red robe of chief. There was much work to be done, looking after his 
servants, their wives and children, the flocks and herds, and the gardens 
and fields that gave them food. 

It happened at times that hunger came to the land. The wells and 
streams dried up. The grain in the fields withered and died. Then Isaac 
took his people south, where there was water. Long years before, Abra- 
ham had gone to that land during a dry season and had dug wells there. 

When Isaac and his people arrived, he found that the wells had been 
filled with rubbish and stones. He told his servants to clear them. As they 
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worked, the people of the land came and shouted at them angrily, saying, 
‘These are our wells!” 

Isaac did not want to have trouble with his neighbors. He told his men 
to come away. They found another well, and it too was filled with stones. 
Just as Isaac’s men had it nearly clear, the other herdsmen came again, 
shouting angrily: ‘““This is our water! Go away!” 

Again Isaac spoke friendly words and moved on. At last his men dug a 
new well, and this time no one else came to claim it. Isaac named the 


well “‘Rehoboth,”’ which means “‘Roomuiness,”’ for, he said, ‘““Now the 


Lord has made room for us in this land.” Genesis 21:1-3; chs. 24; 26:1-22 
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THERE WERE BROTHERS 


Often Isaac and Rebekah prayed that God might send them a son who 
would grow up to help Isaac. How happy they were when not one son 
but twin boys were born! Isaac named them Esau and Jacob. 

The twins did not look alike nor, as they grew older, did they always get 


along well together. 27 


Esau was strong and active and liked to be out of doors.Because he had 
been born first, Esau would be chief of the tribe and would have the 
larger part of his father’s riches when Isaac died. 

Jacob was a quiet boy, who liked to care for the flocks or trade with the 
men of the camel caravans which passed by. 

One evening Esau came in from an all-day hunt in the hills. He threw 
himself down on a rug and sniffed the lentil soup that Jacob was cooking. 
“Give me some of your soup,” he said. “I am hungry.” 

‘What will you give me for it?” asked Jacob. 

“Anything you want,” said Esau, ‘“‘only don’t keep me waiting!” 

“Sell me your right to be first in the family and I will give you food,” 
said Jacob. 
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“Tl doit!” said Esau. “Pll die if I don’t eat, and what good will being 
the chief do me then?”’ 


Jacob filled a bowl with the thick, steaming soup and gave it to Esau 
with bread. Esau ate, not caring that Jacob had talked him into giving 


up his share of his father’s riches. Genesis 25:27-34 
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JACOB’S TRICK 


Isaac was old and nearly blind when Jacob cheated Esau a second time. 


Jacob knew that Esau must give him the larger share of his father’s 


riches, as he had promised. But Jacob needed his father’s blessing. 


30 





ale ( | 

One day Rebekah called Jacob to her. “I heard your father tell Esau 
to bring venison and make him some savory meat. Then Esau 1s to have 
his blessing,” she said. ‘‘Go kill two young goats from the flock, and I will 
prepare meat for you to give your father. Then the blessing will be 
given to you instead of Esau and you will be the real chief.” 


3| 





: ie ce. 


“But Esau is a hairy man,” said Jacob. “My tather will touch me and 
know that Iam not Esau. Then he will retuse to bless me.”’ 

So Rebekah dressed Jacob in Esau’s clothing and fastened the hairy 
skins of the goats he had killed over his hands and around his neck so that 
his skin would feel like Esau’s. She sent him to Isaac’s tent with the hot. 


Savory meat. 


Isaac could not see that the man kneeling before him was not his older 
son. So he ate the meat and blessed Jacob, saying: “God give you all 
good things of earth and make you chief of all my people. May they 
honor and serve you. May evil come to all who would do you evil, and 
good come to all who would do you good.” 

No sooner had Jacob left his father than Esau arrived with the venison 
he had cooked. He discovered the trick Jacob had played. He was so 
angry that Rebekah feared for Jacob’s life. She sent him to his Uncle 


Laban in Haran. Genesis 27:1-—45 





JACOB LEARNS A HARD LESSON 


Jacob started out alone on the long journey to Haran. He felt unhappy, 
for he knew that he had not been fair to his brother. What good would his 
father’s wealth and blessing do him if he had to stay away from his home 
for the rest of his life? 

One night on the way, tired and sad, he lay down to sleep with only a 
stone for a pillow. During the night he had a wonderful dream. A stair- 
way seemed to stretch from earth to heaven. Up and down it angels were 


coming and going, while at the very top was God. 
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SERRE dit 
In the dream God made him a promise that the land where he lay 





would belong to him and to his children’s children. God promised to be 
with him on his journey, to protect him always, and to bring him back 
someday to the land of his father. 

Jacob was comforted by his dream. “I am not alone,” he thought. 
““God is with me.”? He took the stone where his head had rested and set 


it up as an altar to God. He poured oil upon it, and gave thanks. 
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Jacob finally reached the tents of his Uncle Laban and stayed with him 
for twenty years, helping tend his flocks and herds. Laban paid him by 
giving him some of the animals he cared for. 

But soon Jacob learned how Esau must have felt when he was cheated, 
because his Uncle Laban cheated him. Laban changed Jacob’s wages 
many times. He made Jacob work twice as long as had been agreed, before 
he could marry Rachel, the wife he wanted. But, in spite of his uncle’s 
dishonesty, Jacob was happy. He had many fine sons and a beautiful 
daughter, and his flocks and herds grew ever larger. 

One day Jacob decided to move his family and servants back to the 
land of Canaan. “I want to see my father again,” he said to Rachel, ‘‘and 
to ask my brother to forgive me.” 
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Traveling the long miles home, his caravan made a mighty band. There 


were women and children mounted on camels. There were donkeys 
loaded with everything that belonged to Jacob’s family. There were 
shepherds with their flocks. 

When Jacob heard that Esau was coming to meet him with four hun- 
dred men, he trembled with fear. “O God,” he prayed, “bring peace be- 
tween me and my brother.” 

Jacob sent messengers ahead of the caravan, driving great herds of 


animals as a present for Esau. “Tell Esau,” he told them, “‘that the herds 
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are a gift from his brother, who is following with his family and servants.”’ 

At last Jacob saw Esau approaching. Jacob bowed himself to the 
ground seven times as he came near his brother. But when Esau ran to 
meet him and kissed him, how happy Jacob was! The two brothers wept 


tears of gladness that all was well between them once again. 
Genesis 26-10 102031 27c. $39 





A YOUNG DREAMER 


Jacob was glad to be home again. He settled his large family in the 
valley of Hebron, where Isaac now lived. Isaac died soon after, happy 
that Jacob had returned and was at peace with Esau. 

Then Jacob became chief. His many sons looked after his flocks and 
herds and often took them to far-distant pastures. But Jacob kept young 
Joseph, his favorite, close by his side. 

When Joseph was a young man, Jacob gave him a beautiful new coat 
woven of many colors. Joseph was proud of the coat and boasted of it to 


his older brothers. ‘They made fun of him because he dreamed dreams 
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that someday he would rule over them. They were envious too because 
Joseph was their father’s favorite. 

One day Jacob called Joseph to him. “Your brothers have been gone 
many days. I am worried. Go, find them and bring me news.” 

So Joseph set out alone for the meadows where his brothers watched 
the flocks. The older brothers saw him coming from afar. ‘They knew 
him by his bright-colored coat. ‘“‘Here comes the dreamer,” they said 
scornfully. ‘Let us make an end of him and throw him into a pit. Then 
he will never rule over us.”’ 

But Reuben, the oldest brother, persuaded them not to kill Joseph. 
Instead, they sold him to a caravan of traders who were on their way to 


the land of Egypt. 
42 





Then the brothers killed an animal and smeared some blood on Joseph’s 
coat and sent it to their father, so that Jacob would believe a wild beast 
had killed his son. 

For many years Joseph’s brothers had to see the sorrow of their father 
for his lost son. For many years Joseph, the boaster and dreamer, found 


how hard it was to be a worker and slave instead of his father’s favorite. 
Genesis 37:12-36 
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DREAMS THAT CAME TRUE 


Joseph tried hard to please Potiphar, his new master, and to serve him 
well. He was sure that his father’s God was with him in this strange land. 
Joseph was honest and clever. Potiphar depended on him more and 


more. At last he made him the caretaker of his household and everything 


he owned. 


Now Pharaoh, the king of Egypt, had two puzzling dreams. None of 
his wise men could explain them. At last he heard of Potiphar’s clever 
servant. So the king sent for Joseph to tell him what his dreams meant. 

“For seven years there will be good harvests and food for everyone,” 
said Joseph. “But the next seven years will be dry years, when no crops 
will grow. There will be no food.” 

Pharaoh was frightened. “What shall we do?” he asked. “Our people 
will starve!” 

Joseph had already thought of a plan. “Everyone must plant more 
erain than he needs,” he said. ‘‘A part of every farmer’s crops must be 
stored away. Then there will be enough grain saved during the good 
years to feed the people during the dry years.” 
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Pharaoh thought this a wise plan and made Joseph ruler over Egypt to 
carry it out. 

Everything happened just as Joseph said. There were seven good years, 
followed by seven in which no grain could grow. But because of 
Joseph’s wise planning the Egyptians did not starve. 

Hunger came to the land of Canaan too. So Jacob sent Joseph’s ten 
older brothers to Egypt with money to buy food, but his youngest son, 
Benjamin, was kept at home. 

When the ten men from the desert were brought before Joseph, he knew 
them at once. But they did not guess that the Egyptian ruler was their 
brother. They bowed before him and asked for grain. 
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He did not tell them who he was. He spoke harshly to them and tested 
them in different ways, to find out if they were sorry for their cruelty to 
him. He sent them home, making them promise to bring their younger 
brother, Benjamin, to him. 

Jacob did not want to let Benjamin go. But at last, when the grain had 
been used up, he had to send him back to Egypt with the others. 

When Joseph saw Benjamin, he turned aside and wept, for he loved 
him very much. The brothers were afraid. They could not understand 


this strange ruler of Egypt. 


At last Joseph told them who he was. They could hardly believe it 








when he said: “The evil you did to me has turned into good. God has 
used me to save many people from hunger, and to save you too. 

“Go back home to Canaan now, and bring our father and all our people 
here, that they may live in Egypt with me.”’ 

The brothers rejoiced and thanked God that Joseph still lived and had 
forgiven them. They brought Jacob to his son who had so long been lost, 
and for years they all lived happily together. 
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For many years Joseph’s people lived in Egypt. But they always re- 


membered the land of their fathers. More and more they longed to go 
back to it because it was the land of God’s promise to them and to their 
children. Genesis 39:1-6; 41:1 to 46:7 
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A THANK-YOU TO GOD 


We thank Thee, Lord, for happy hearts, 
For rain and sunny weather. 

We thank Thee, Lord, for this our food, 
And that we are together. 


A MORNING PRAYER 


God, guide and guard us all today, 
In times of thought and work and play. 
Help us to live in ways to prove 


That we are grateful for your love. 
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Dear boys and girls: : arab 


This is the first of four books that will tell you 
a part of the Bible story—the part that hap- 
pened very long ago, before Jesus was born. - 

In the beginning, God said that he would al- 
ways provide for man, and teach him how to tse 
and care for all that God had made. But man 
was slow to learn the ways of God. The first 
people often forgot or tailed ta believe what 
God had said, ‘as we do; 


At last God cailed Abraham and his family to ~ 
learn his way and to help other people to know 
and trust and obey God. This was not easy 
for. Abraham and his family, and time after 


“time they turned away from God. But God was 


patient and loving, and always found a way to 
remind his people to turn back to him: 

This book reminds us that God always oe 
and always will, keep his as 





